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European Territorial Observatory Network

• Territorial evidences

• To reinforce EU Cohesion policy

• To support national and regional
territorial development policies

• 50 million Euros (2014-2020)

ESPON project’s network links

• Policy makers

• Scientific community

https://www.espon.eu/



11 years ESPON projects @ UNIGE

Applied research
ESPON TEDI - Territorial Diversity in Europe
ESPON GEOSPECS - Geographic Specificities and Development Potentials in Europe
ESPON INTERCO - Indicators of Territorial Cohesion
ESPON ACTAREA - Thinking and Planning in Areas of Territorial Cooperation
ESPON BRIDGES - Territories with Geographical Specificities

Monitoring and tools
ESPON ETMS - European Territorial Monitoring System
ESPON FUORE - Functional Urban Areas and Regions in Europe
ESPON 2020 Database Portal - Central ESPON data repository
ESPON MAPKIT 2020 - Map templates and geographical layers for ESPON

Strategic data 
projects

https://www.espon.eu/programme/projects/espon-2013/targeted-analyses/espon-tedi-territorial-diversity-europe
https://www.espon.eu/programme/projects/espon-2013/applied-research/geospecs-geographic-specificities-and-development
https://www.espon.eu/programme/projects/espon-2013/scientific-platform/interco-indicators-territorial-cohesion
https://www.espon.eu/actarea
https://www.espon.eu/geographical-specifities
https://www.espon.eu/tools-maps/etms-tool-european-territorial-monitoring-system
https://www.espon.eu/functional-urban-areas-tool
https://www.espon.eu/espon-database
https://www.espon.eu/participate/calls/previous-calls/call-tender-espon-2020-mapkits


Uncovering the limits of institutional data

Issues

= administrative

≠ territorial

Update frequency

Limited number of subjects

LAU



Overcoming the limits of NUTS data

ESPON GEOSPECS



Overcoming the limits of NUTS data

ESPON FUORE



Observation

Many themes are not sufficiently covered by official NUTS statistics

Big data and web scrapping have proved new potentials for territorial analysis 

Big data requires managing a diversity of interdisciplinary & complementary skills

Example of recent ESPON demands for high resolution / live data :

- Digital Economy and Society Index (job offers in digital sector)

- Big Data for Territorial Analysis and Housing Dynamics (real estate market prices)

=> ESPON DB 2020 (lead = UNIGE) cannot reply positively

https://www.espon.eu/big-data-housing
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What we have
- Expertise in spatial information and GIS
- Experience in ESPON program = funding opportunities
- Network of external partners

Identified needs are
- Computer scientists for web content mining
- Physicians / mathematicians for data processing (e.g. baobab)
- Central resources to help development of public-private partnerships
- Legal experts to invent a legal frame for the use and diffusion of results
- …

The whole is more than the sum of its parts…
- Internal control over the chain to generate new spatial information
- Partners would benefit of the network in term of competitiveness for their 
projects

- UNIGE would gain expertise and positions itself in emerging data fields
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DISCUSSION

Who has experience in (parts) of the process?

Who’s willing to bring expertise for UNIGE network?

---------------

How to position UNIGE as a competence centre?

What can the CCSD do ?
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